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CP 290A: WORKSHOP FOR PROFESSIONAL REPORT AND THESIS
Overview of the Workshop
This workshop is designed for Masters students in the Department of City and Regional Planning who are working on their professional paper or thesis.  It is a required core course for all MCP students who are graduating Dec 2014 or May 2015, or concurrent students who will leave the program this year.  Waivers will be granted if the student has completed a draft of the PR/CR in the summer and the advisor or committee chair approves.  

There will be four tracks, or groups: students who are just starting to select a topic; students who have a topic and are doing research; students who are starting to write; and students with writing well underway (most likely those who intend to graduate or complete the PR by December 2014). 
Although there will be periodic lectures throughout the semester for the first two groups, the workshop is designed to be informal to meet the diversity of topics and approaches that characterize DCRP final papers and projects.  There will be in-class writing and brainstorming exercises for those in early stages. Advising appointments are available for more individual attention.
Course Requirements
The course is one credit, and students are requested to sign up pass/not pass. 
Class requirements include submission of three small papers (problem sets) which track the Departmental requirements for the PR/CR/Thesis. 
Problem Set #1, due October 1, will describe your research question and overall approach.

Problem Set #2, due October 29, will consist of a 5-10 page chunk of the PR, including introductory material, refined research questions, methodological approach, and a full outline.
Problem Set #3, due November 26, will consist of 5-10 pages of data analysis, literature review, or some other chunk of the PR, depending on your group.

The following texts are recommended but not required. 
· Babbie, Earl R. 6th edition. The practice of social research. Belmont, Calif: 


Wadsworth Pub. Co.

· Bardach, Eugene, 2005. A practical guide for policy analysis:  the eightfold path to more 

effective problem solving.  New York:  Seven Bridges Press.

· Dunlap, Louise. 2007. Undoing the Silence: Six Tools for Social Change Writing 
· Peters, Robert L., 1997. Getting What You Came For: The Smart Student’s Guide to 

Earning a Master’s or PhD. New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux.

Class Structure 
We will determine group membership together during the first class and your MANDATORY meeting with me in the next 10 days.
Because we have so little time together, class attendance is mandatory. I will take attendance. If you cannot make it to class, you will be required to attend the make-up sessions on Friday evenings at my house in West Berkeley. These are tentatively scheduled to be held at 7 PM on September 26, October 10, October 24, November 7, and November 21.
The four groups will be constituted as follows:

Topic development group.  This group is for those without a PR/CR/thesis topic.  You will need to meet weekly together, and five times during the semester with me in 314B.  Schedule for class meetings with me:

Sept 10
Sept 24
Oct 15
Nov 12
Dec 3
Research group.  The research group is for students with a PR/CR/thesis topic already – i.e., those with a research question and outline, who are essentially ready to complete the first two problem sets.  You will meet every other week together, and five times during the semester with me in 314B, according to the following schedule:
Sept 17
Oct 8
Oct 22
Nov 19

Dec 3
Writing group.  The writing group is for those who have a topic and completed research over the summer.  You will meet every other week together, and three times during the semester with me, according to the following schedule:

Oct 1
Nov 5
Dec 3

Advanced writing group. The advanced group is for those who have started writing already.  To qualify for this group, you must submit a rough draft of your PR, or alternatively, Problem Sets #1 and 2, to me by October 1.  You will have only two check-ins during the semester with me, on 

Nov 5
Dec 3
